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1 INTRODUCTION

George Municipal area is being challenged as never before to respond to the changes imposed by the
environment, the economy and overarching policies to achieve a number of goals.

The threats to the environment and the natural resources, the poverty of many of the residents of the area and
the popularity of the area as a place to stay and to invest in, are often in contrast to each other.

To address national and regional poverty, a number of visionary documents that impose policy to relieve poverty
and to create accelerated growth, have seen the light. Other policy documents give direction to change the
imbalances of the past by restructuring cities.

The George Spatial Development Framework addresses the above aspects in a way that will create opportunities
to achieve the overall objectives set by legislation, to meet the needs of residents in the area, as well as the
requirements of investors and developers and to protect the natural environment in a balanced way. It means,
however, that ‘development as usual’ will no more be the order of the day, but that a new way of thinking about
the urban and natural and social environment will be necessary to meet the challenges of the time we live in and
to achieve lasting sustainability.

2 BACKGROUND

In 2003 a draft Spatial Development Framework for George (GSDF) was drawn up. However, many new policies
and requirements necessitated a review of the first draft as well as the addition of several new components
thereto.

The main new components that had to be addressed are:

e A strategic environmental assessment of spatial development policies that regulate urban restructuring and
growth management.

e The provincial policies of urban restructuring and social integration.

Furthermore, the rapid growth that the town experienced since 2003, requires careful evaluation of where the
town is heading in terms of its resources and facilities.

3 LEGISLATIVE FRAMEWORK AND DOCUMENTATION

3.1 LEGISLATIVE REQUIREMENT

The Municipal Systems Act (Act 32 of 2000) (Chapter 5: Integrated Development Planning, Part 2: Contents of
Integrated Development Plans — Section 26(e), requires municipalities to compile Spatial Development
Frameworks (SDF) which must form part of their Integrated Development Plans (IDP). The SDF must be a core
component of the IDP of the municipality. The Municipal Planning and Performance Management Regulations of
2001 require that a SDF reflected in the municipality’s IDP must contain a strategic assessment of the
environmental impact of the SDF.

The Local Government Municipal Planning and Performance Management Regulations (Regulation R796 of 24
August 2001) determines the content of the SDF and prescribes that SDP’s should be compiled as well.

The regulations stipulate that a SDF reflected in a municipality’s IDP must —
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a) give effect to the principles contained in Chapter 1 of the Development Facilitation Act ( Act no 67 of
1995);
b) Set out objectives that reflects the desired spatial form of the municipality;
c) Contain strategies and policies regarding the manner in which to achieve the objectives referred to in par
(b), which must-
i indicate desired patterns of land use within the municipality;
ii. address the spatial reconstruction of the municipality;
iii. provide strategic guidance in respect of the location and nature of development within the
municipality;
d) set out basic guidelines for a land use management system in the municipality;
e) setout a capital investment framework for the municipality’s development programs;
f) contain a strategic assessment of the environmental impact of the spatial development framework;
g) identify programs and projects for the development of land within the municipality;
h) be aligned with the spatial development frameworks reflected in the integrated development plans of
neighbouring municipalities;
i)  provide a visual representation of the spatial form of the municipality, which representation —

e must indicate where public and private land development and infrastructure investment should
take place;

e must indicate desired or undesired utilisation of space in a particular area;

e may lineate the urban edge;

e mustidentify areas where strategic intervention is required; and

e must indicate areas where priority spending is required.

The general objective of the Spatial Development Plans (of which a number have been complied for the study
area), is to address spatial planning needs in a specific part of an area under the jurisdiction of the municipality and
to indicate the spatial implications of an IDP in more detail than a SDF.

3.2 DOCUMENTATION OF THE GSDF
The GSDF consists of the following documentation:

e Volume | - GSDF report and plans

e Volume Il - Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA)

e  Volume Ill - GUSF report and plans

e Volume IV - Spatial Development Plans (SDP’s) for Herolds Bay, Pacaltsdorp, George South East,
Thembalethu, Victoria Bay/Kraaibosch South, Blanco, Wilderness East and Kleinkrans.

Diagrammatically the documentation and interaction between them can be described as follows:
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