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7 GEORGE AIRPORT

7-1 EcCONOMIC AND REGIONAL SIGNIFICANCE OF AIRPORT

George Airport plays a significant role in the Southern Cape’s tourism industry and
whether directly or indirectly, creates and supports jobs and economic growth for the
George area.
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transport hub for the Southern Cape. As demand for travel increases,
modern economies expect and demand a range of services and facilities at
these transport hubs to improve their travel experience and to support their
businesses. The George Airport is continuously improving on the service they
render, which will also contribute to the development of the Southern Cape
economy.

Zﬂ/(//y/ 00[ areas The airport is likely to play an increasingly important role in the stimulation

clise (o the

of economic development around the airport. There are a range of aviation
support activities including aircraft maintenance, freight and general
aviation operations. However the services rendered by the airport are also

d/}‘/’ﬂﬂf‘t are we!l complemented by vehicle hire outlets, secure c'ar parking facilities,
offices related to travel and tourism, hotels and convention centres.
Uﬂ/ff/ﬂatiz/@ W/té Currently the airport functions in isolation of the town and any
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complimentary commercial uses such as freight and logistics. Fuelling
facilities are absent and there is no public transport to and from town for
employees.
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its key functions being freight and logistics, which will create additional
j employment and economic benefits. Sustainable urban design principles

need to be a key requirement of all new commercial developments.

7.2 AIRSPACE PROTECTION AND MANAGEMENT OF SAFETY

The national Aviation Act, 1662 and other guidelines exist that govern permissible land
uses with respect to aircraft crash risk. Off-airport, land use zoning falls within the
jurisdiction of the local government. However there are certain considerations that need
to be applied when considering approval of land use applications in the vicinity of the
airport.

7.2.1 LAND USE AROUND THE AIRPORT

The White Paper on National Policy on Airports and Airspace Management, 1997 contain
certain guidelines and policies that assist in the management of land uses in the vicinity
of the airport.

The Paper requires that the authorities responsible for land use planning and control in
the vicinity of the airport must ensure that future zoning of areas close to the airport are
compatible with the airport development. This can be dealt with appropriately by
addressing it in the SDF's and Integrated Development Plans.

[ DE KOCK
“N ASSOOATES



GWAYANG LOCAL STRUCTURE PLAN Draft SEPTEMBER 2011
Chapter 5: George Airport |

The onus rests upon the airport owner to inform the municipality of any planned or
foreseen development which will have an impact on the areas surrounding the airport.
This serves to promote the appropriate land use development in the vicinity of the airport
that would not restrict or inhibit the airport development.

Consultation between the municipality and the airport owners regarding land use zoning
close to airports is necessary. Adequate opportunity should be granted to give input and
comment on any zoning or rezoning application close to the airport.

The airport owner is responsible for informing the municipality concerned of the
obstacle-free zone as determined in accordance with the regulations under the Aviation
Act, 1962. The municipality should control this area and ensure that no contravening
buildings or abstructions are erected. The airport owner, in consultation with the local
government, should ensure that the obstacles are surveyed in accordance with the
International Civil Aviation Organization standards and in accordance with the
requirements of the Chief Directorate: Civil Aviation Authority, within the Department of
Transport.

! 7.2.2 AIRSPACE PROTECTION

The protection of the immediate airspace around airports is essential in ensuring and
maintaining a safe operating environment and to provide for future growth. For this
reason, it is necessary to restrict some types of development and land uses in the vicinity
of airports. This is to guarantee that designated airspace segments remain obstacle-free,
thereby contributing to the safety, efficiency and regularity of aircraft operations.

Airspace protection regulations apply to both cn-airport and off-airport developments.
Specific approval for certain activities may be required and, may include constructing or
altering a building, or any other activity that causes an object attached to or in physical
contact with the ground to intrude into the ‘prescribed airspace’. This includes cranes and
other temporary structures. In considering development proposals, the George
municipality should be mindful of the restrictions imposed by the Act and Regulations
and consult with the airport company where developments may occur within the obstacle
free zone.

' 7.2.3 OBSTACLE FREE ZONES

The OFZ are a series of surfaces in the airspace surrounding an airport and defines the
airspace to be protected for aircraft operating during the initial and final stages of flight,
or maneuvering in the vicinity of the airport. Plan GLSP 4 depicts the OFZ associated
with George Airport.

The height of buildings within and bordering onto these zones must conform to the
South African Civil Aviation norms and standards as well as the Air Traffic Navigational
Services operational at George Airport. At the same time the provisions of the Aviation
Act must be applied as and when required.

Civil Aviation Regulations prohibit development from within the no-build zone to the area
immediately adjacent to the runway. The no-build zone is defined as part of the aviation
master planning process for George Airport.
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E 7.2.4 OTHER RESTRICTIONS

Control must be exercised over ground lights where they have the potential to cause
confusion or distraction from glare to pilots in the air. External advertising, sports field
floodlighting and street lighting are some of the more likely lighting sources requiring
consideration.

Air turbulence can result from ground activities. Where these exceed 4.3 metres per
second, the emission of steam or other gas may be hazardous to aircraft operation and
control over such activities need to be exercised. Industrial activities such as
manufacturing and co-generation plants adjacent to the airport are the types of
industries that can produce these effects.

7-3 PLANNING FOR THE AIRPORT

The future planning of the airport has been researched in order to gain understanding of
their needs and the methods of applying relevant aviation legislation. The
recommendations contained in the George Airport Development Framework, should,
however, by no means be construed as the final recommendations of the George Airport
Corridor Local Structure Plan, as these may differ from one another.
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Source: GEORGE AIRPORT — PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK

In February 2008, a proposed development framework and precent plans for land not
required for aviation-related activity at the George Airport was compiled by NM &
Associates Planners and Designers, who were appointed by ACSA. The framework has
identified development precincts with suitable land uses within a set of constraints
presented by the site.

The framework is based on a 10 year planning horizon, leading to *2017, however a
revised Development Framework is already underway that may contain amendments to
the existing document.
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The current framework has taken the proposals of the GSDF into account and has
identified the following activity areas:

* Anargi-tourism centre along the tourist corridor to George Airport (R162).

e An urban gateway located at the intersection of the Nz and R404 and the Raoz,
is proposed.

e Atourist and service centre on the tourist corridor linked with the urban gateway
and

e  The entrance of the Airport.

e Atourism centre linked to the N2 / R4o4 intersection just south of the Airport.

The proposals depicted in the following figure were based on an assumption that the
cross-wind runway is not required in the long term. Hence proposals have also been
made for the precincts within the cross-wind runway vicinity (Southern Precinct). The
closure of this runway is, however subject to the findings of a detailed aviation study.

ACSA owns approximately 85 hectares of developable land within the airport site
boundary. The land has been divided into five smaller precincts and includes the
Gateway, the Terminal, the Riverine, the Southern and the Northern Precincts.

FIGURE 11
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Source: GEORGE AIRPORT ~ PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK

The typical land uses associated around the airport are freight and logistics, parking
facilities, tourist support zones that include a filling station, an information centre and
refreshments and hotel accommodation
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